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The Annable House 
 

 
 
 
John Annable came from England in 
1774 and settled along the Mohawk 
River in New York. When the 
Americans sought their independence 
in 1776 he joined the Butler’s 
Rangers, a British provincial 
regiment composed of Loyalists.   
After seven and a half years of 
service in Sir John Johnson’s King’s 
Royal Regiment of New York he 
obtained his discharge. Retired from 
service in 1783, his land grant 
consisted of a 200 acre farm on lot 
28, concession 2 in Cornwall 
Township. Located north of the town 
of Moulinette, a growing community 
along the St. Lawrence River, his 
farm was bisected by the Post Road, 
the main roadway and mail route that 
ran from Kingston to Montreal.  
 
In the years following the American 
Revolution, tension between Britain 
and the US did not cease.  Perhaps it 
was rumours of war with the 
Americans that helped United Empire 
Loyalist Sergeant Annable with his 
decision to build his new home well 
back from any potential danger that 
may exist along the St. Lawrence 
River which now formed the border 

with the new republic to the south.   
Whatever the reason he chose to 
build along the Post Road, the true 
testament to his ingenuity is in the 
detail and craftsmanship of the home 
he built.  Now under the stewardship 
of owners Yvon Godard and Melissa 
St. Denis, the Annable House as it is 
still fondly referred to, has been 
restored to its former glory and is 
now a heritage home in every sense 
of the word.  
 
What’s remarkable about the Annable 
House is that it stayed in the family 
for seven generations and nearly 200 
years, from the time it was built in 
the late 1700s by Sgt. Annable until it 
was sold by Kenneth Annable in 
1968 when it had fallen into 
disrepair.  Then, the new owners, the 
Marlatts, did extensive renovations 
installing heating and plumbing 
systems and making it liveable and 
fashioned in the décor of the 1970s.  
Unfortunately, many of the 
architectural features of the interior 
were concealed during that 
renovation.  Fast forward to 1999 
after the Marlatts had built a modern 
home elsewhere on the farm and the 
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original homestead and one acre lot is 
put on the market for sale. Melissa, 
who grew up in the area, had a desire 
to move back to her roots.  When she 
and Yvon walked through the house 
for the first time she says that it was 
like coming home and that the house 
spoke to her.  Her theory is that the 
Annable House chose them and that 
all it needed was a little tender loving 
care to restore it to its original 
architectural character.  And both she 
and Yvon felt they were up to the 
challenge to do just that.    
 
Taking over the stewardship of the 
home after purchasing it in 1999 
meant the couple had to do extensive 
research on the Annable family and 
how various generations changed and 
added to the original brick structure. 
To the best of their ability they 
determined that the brown buff brick 
was made locally, possibly fired in a 
kiln located on the farm.  The ornate 
and rustic ironwork around the 
fireplace indicate that John Annable 
or one of his ten offspring had skills 
as a blacksmith. They determined that 
another had been a successful 
carriage maker in Cornwall. The 
squared quarry stone that makes up 
the foundation in the original section 
of the house reveals the talents of 
superior masons.  The elegant 
wooden staircase and hand crafted 
curved archway over the main 
hallway with its gilded reliefs speak 
volumes for how incredibly well built 
this home is and the talent of fine 
craftsmen who built it.    
 
The house, like many family homes, 
has had additions. The proprietors 
determined that about 1917 a section 
was added to the back of the original 
structure.  This perhaps was to 
accommodate a large family’s needs 
for a larger kitchen and upstairs 
living space.   Taking great care 
during renovation of the kitchen, 
interior walls were stripped to expose 
a fireplace that had been concealed 
for years. Layers of carpet were 
pulled to reveal 4” wide beach and 
pine flooring. A refinish brought 
them back to their former lustre.  The 
kitchen was transformed with all the 
modern conveniences found in a 

newer home but always decorated 
with the original creator in mind.  
 

 
Original gilded archway 

 
The most exciting finds were not 
discovered inside the home but rather 
buried outside in the ground. It is said 
that before Kenneth Annable sold the 
property in 1968 he buried family 
heirlooms around the farm. As the 
current owners dig flower beds and 
gardens they continually find buried 
treasures. Many dishes and bottles 
that have been entombed for years are 
now proudly on display indoors and 
in safe keeping. But one of Melissa’s 
favourite things in the house is the 
open hearth fireplace. It is here in the 
living room that Sgt. Annable must 
have spent many relaxing hours.  
Para-normal activity aside, Melissa 
says that here on some occasions she 
can smell a fleeting slight fragrance 
of pipe tobacco smoke, possibly 
coming from the Sergeant’s pipe. A 
picture of that fireplace taken many 
years ago reveals in one corner the 
faint image of a military man 
standing in full regalia.  Perhaps this 
is the Sergeant’s image, as he smokes 
his pipe, giving his approval for the 
couple’s effort to maintain his 
presence in their home.   
 

 
A favourite place for Melissa is by 
the open hearth fireplace 
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A current activity of Yvon is re-
establishing the wrap around front 
veranda to its original grandeur. 
Removed years ago due to its 
rundown state, all Yvon has to go by 
is an old photo showing the “L” 
shape veranda that ran along the front 
and west side of the house. “It’s a 
work in progress,” says Yvon.  “But 
it’s also a labour of love.”  When 
completed, all the wonderful details 
that existed in the original veranda 
will be included in the new one.  
 
With most of the interior restoration 
now complete and Yvon’s 
background in the food service 
industry, the couple envision opening 
the house to the public as a bed and 
breakfast site.  “The location is ideal 
to promote local tourist attractions 
like the Lost Villages Museum and 
the historic sites in St. Andrews”, 
says Yvon.  In fact, with Jim 
Brownell’s efforts currently 
underway, the house may soon be 
designated as a provincial historic 
site and be an attraction in its own 
right.  
 
Walking in from the front door of this 
heritage home is truly like coming to 
pay a visit to Sgt. Annable himself.  
Duly noted, the Sergeant’s 
honourable discharge papers signed 
by none other than Sir John Johnson 
are proudly displayed in the front 
foyer. Feeling Sgt. Annable’s 
presence in this comfortable space, 
one could not ask for a warmer 
welcome.  But wait; there is that 
subtle sweet aroma of pipe tobacco 
coming from somewhere.  A greeting 
from Sgt. Annable perhaps?  Let’s 
just say that his spirit does live on in 
this magnificent house he built.  
 

A new veranda will include all the 
detail of the original 

 

Does your home have a story to tell?  
Contact the editor and share its 
history. 

  
************* 

Congratul-
ations to 
member 
Vera Joyce 
who is a 
recent 
recipient of 
the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee Medal. The medal serves to 
honour the contributions and 
achievements made by Canadians 
from all sectors of society. Well done 
Vera.  

Reminder 
Are you annual dues paying member? 
For those paying your CTHS dues 
annually, please be advised that dues 
payment for the year 2013 must be 
received by Dec. 31, 2012. Annual 
fees for individual: $5.00; family: 
$8.00. To determine if you are an 
annual member, check the mailing 
label on the envelope this newsletter 
arrived in. If your name is followed 
by an (A), please remit dues ASAP to 
Margaret MacDonald, 17109 Valade 
Rd., St. Andrews W. ON  K0C 2A0.  
 In 2013, the newsletter will be 
mailed only to paid-up annual (A), 
life (L) and honorary (H) members. 
 
 
 

Reminder 
 
Our next scheduled meeting is 
Tuesday November 27 at 7:30 pm at 
the Heritage Centre.  Guest speaker is 
Jessie Boyd.  Jessie is over 90 years 
old and is the author of the recently 
published book Still Kicking but Not 
So High.  
This is our last regular meeting of the 
year.  We will re-convene on March 
26, 2013.  
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Once again the Lost Villages 
Historical Society has graciously 
invited us to their Christmas pot luck 
event.  It is held at the South 
Stormont Community Centre, 2 Mille 
Roche Rd. Long Sault on Monday 
December 10th beginning at 11:30 
am. Bring your favourite dish. This is 
a “show and tell” so if you have any 
historical memorabilia that you 
would like to share with others, 
please bring it along.  Also, there will 
be a theatrical presentation by 
members Rosemary Rutley and Tom 
Brownell.  
 
 
 
Are you looking for a Christmas gift 
for that person who is hard to buy 
for?   To commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812, the 
Royal Canadian Mint has cast two 
limited edition silver coins that are a 
great gift idea for any history 
enthusiast. One of the coins features 
Sir Isaac Brock and the other is a 
motif of the three participating forces 
in the war, regulars, native and 
militia. The coins come enclosed in 
an attractive presentation case.  
 
The coins sell for approximately 
$50.00 each and are available at most 
Canada Post outlets.  
 
 

 
Military forces 

 

 
Sir Isaac Brock 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to all are members and their 
families. Have a safe holiday season.  
Our next regular meeting will be 
March 26, 2013.  See you then! 
 


